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STOCKTON -- Nine local teens learned "the 
power of one" by participating in the Young 
Center for Academic and Cultural 
Enrichment's California Youth Think Tank 
from July 26 through 31 in Los Angeles.
 "I thought the whole experience was 
very humbling," said Leana Taing, a 17-
year-old Lincoln High School senior.
 One hundred students statewide were 
invited to participate in the event, held at the 
University of Southern California. More 
than 2,000 students applied for the program, 
said facilitator and chaperone Pennie Ruffin, 
who said Stockton's delegates were 
impressive.
 "Every one of them seized a moment," 
she said. "They stood and delivered."
 The result was three leadership awards 
and one student in the championship team. 
Mandy Wong, a 15-year-old Franklin 
sophomore; Nicole Follons, an 18-year-old 
2005 Franklin graduate; and Taing earned 
leadership honors.  Their teams, made up 
mainly of students they'd only met days 
before, voted for them to earn the awards. 
 Etisha Wilbon, 17; Jamari Perry, 17; 
Karla Brown, 18; Kenecia Kinler, 15; 
Michael Tubbs, 15; and Lanique Ruffin, 18, 
also participated. Brown, Follons and Ruffin 
are past participants.
 The teens were accompanied by adult 
chaperones and facilitators Peni Basalusalu, 
Solyn D. Laney and Pennie Ruffin. Tama 
Brisbane also helped train the students.
 The event was created and co-directed by 
award-winning actor, William Allen Young, 

who played Frank Mitchell on the sitcom 
"Moesha," and his wife, Helen P. Young.
 Two topics were selected for debate, one 
concerning President Bush's No Child Left 
Behind Act and another concerning the 
United States' involvement in democracy 
abroad. "The delegates voted on the topics 
they wanted to debate," Kinler said.
 The students were separated into groups 
with different students. This made for new 
experiences and bonding, Follons said. And 
the students had different tastes as to what 
they wanted to argue.
 Before venturing into the fray, the 
students practiced hard, Brisbane said. They 
met at the Gary and Janice Podesto 
IMPACT Teen Center every Tuesday 
beginning in June up until they departed.
 The students say working with others 
opened their minds and made for a better 
experience.  "Once you adjusted, they felt 
like family," Follons said of her group 
members, who included Tubbs.
 And they became passionate about their 
topics during the debates. Taing begged her 
audience to "show me the money," 
channeling Tom Cruise's character in "Jerry 
Maguire." And an emphatic "Ladies and 
gentlemen" was used quite a bit as well, 
students said.   The adults are also proud of 
their performances.
 "From the training to seeing them in 
action, I was blown away," Laney said. 
"They did an awesome job."
 Contact reporter Tara Cuslidge at 209 
546-8262 or youthink@recordnet.com

mailto:(unknown%20address)
mailto:(unknown%20address)
mailto:youthink@recordnet.com
mailto:youthink@recordnet.com

