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TYC Pres. William A. Young congratulates 2007 Distinguished Leadership Award 
winners Takeisha McComb, Branche Foston, and Khyrysta Renteria at the CYTT 
Awards Banquet.  Twelve award winners were recognized during the event.

CA Youth Think Tank draws top state 
youth leaders to L.A. for historic summit

 Youth participants in the CYTT leadership 
program have proclaimed 2007 as the ‘Year of 
the Buffalo.’  The source of their inspiration 
comes from a story told to them by renowned 
scholar and psychologist Dr. Lewis King, one of  
their instructors, during an unforgettable class 
on Intentional Civility.
 Dr. King enthralled students with the story of a 
native American sculptor who approached a 
rock and, upon seeing an image of a buffalo 
within the rock, began to ‘chip away’ at 
everything in the rock that was not the buffalo 
until the buffalo was eventually revealed.  
 Dr. King used the story to teach students that 
the greatness they seek in life already exists 
within them, and that teachers, parents, and 
mentors are there to help them ‘chip away’ at 
everything that does not represent their true 
greatness until they can realize that quality in 

themselves.
 Students were so inspired 

that they posted 
motivational quotes on 

their dorm room 
doors at night to 

reminder 
themselves 

of the buffalo 
that exists 
within us all.
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 The California Youth Think Tank 
summer leadership program played host 
to a dynamic and diverse group of youth 
leaders representing schools and 
communities statewide.
 Participants, who were selected from a 
pool of applicants, were housed on the 
campus of USC  during the one-week 
intensive program.  While on campus, 
students attended classes and 
participated in training workshops to 
enhance their leadership, communication 
and critical thinking skills.  
 Students researched and debated 
important local and global issues before a 
panel of judges and business leaders.
They also participated in panel 
discussions and other activities and 

events that helped prepare them for 
formal presentations at the end of the 
program.
 Students also benefited from the 
expertise and mentoring of adult 
facilitators and college mentors who 
guided and assisted them through every 
phase of the program.
 Participants took a break from their 
academic regimen to enjoy a fun-filled 
day of entertainment at Universal Studios 
City Walk.  Participants also enjoyed 
some recreation and relaxation time at 
Kenneth Hahn Park with lunch donated 
by Mother Joan Walker.
 Applications for the 2008 CYTT will be 
available at www.theyoungcenter.com 
beginning in January 2008.

Inspired youth leaders 
proclaim 2007 as 
‘Year of the Buffalo’
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YOUTH POLL 
TOP 10 ISSUES OF CONCERN

The War in Iraq 1st

Education Reform 2nd

Youth Violence & Apathy 3rd

Dysfunctional Families 4th

Drugs/Alcohol Abuse 5th

Lack of Leadership 6th

Peer Pressure 7th

Lack of Job Opportunities 8th

Immigration Reform 9th

Poverty & Illiteracy 10th
 A panel of judges and audience 
members listened intently as California 
youth leaders engaged each other in 
lively debates on a number of important 
local and global issues, including U.S. 
military involvement in Iraq, during the 
Tournament of Champions youth 
debates.
 Debaters were seeking a potential 
win-win solution for the U.S. to end the 
Iraq war crisis.  Prior to the debates, 
participants heard from Mr. Ernest 
Kettenring, an educator-historian, who 
provided students with a balanced 
perspective of conflict in the Middle 
East and its relevance to the current 
crisis in Iraq.
 U.S. Marine Corpse Staff Sergeant 
Carlos Luquez, who recently returned 

from a second tour of duty in Iraq, 
provided students with a view of the war 
from the perspective of U.S. soldiers in 
combat.
 For many students, it was their first 
interaction with a combat soldier from 
the Iraq War and helped them to better 
understand the affects of war on the 
lives of the individuals directly involved 
in fighting it, as well as their families 
and the communities in which they live.
 Students also debated Assembly Bill 
374: legalizing euthanasia in California.  
Youth surveyed after the debates were 
divided on the issue with 43% in favor, 
32% opposed, and 25% undecided.
 Solutions proposed by youth leaders 
to end the war will be submitted to 
public officials for consideration.

Evan Hollins of Los Angeles, confers with teammates Hsun Tsu Fu (Irvine), and David 
Alvarez (L.A.), during the 2007 Tournament of Champions youth debates.  One 
hundred students representing 36 schools and communities took part in the day-long 
event.

War in Iraq tops issues debated by youth 
leaders at Tournament of Champions

Michael Tubbs of 
Stockton eloquently 
delivers the final 
arguments for his 
team during the CA 
Youth Think Tank 
Tournament of 
Champions youth 
debates at USC

Students examine photos, maps and 
other important documents from 
Iraq prior to debating resolutions to 
end the controversial war

Advocacy
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